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Maria Bohmer, the German minister
responsible for immigration, faced™
Turkish deputies angry over Ger- |-
many’s new immigration law in a*
meeting with Parliapnent’s Human
Rights Commission members at the'
German Embassy in Ankara.

One deputy asked if she wou.ldg

have to learn German if she fellmlove’

2

rules adopted by the German Bun- ©
destag on June 14, spouses from non- "
European Union countries can only =
join their partners if they learn Ger- '
man. The minimum age was raised to‘_j
8, and the partner already living in R
any has to earn an adequate in-
come. The new regulations aim to in-
crease the integration of millions of
immigrants in Germany and were crit-
icized by Turkey, which argued that
the law encourages discrimination.

The new law is creating problems
for Turks living in Germany, many fil-
ing complaints to the commission on
violation of their rights, Commission
Chairman Zafer Uskiil told the Ger-
sman minister. Uskiil quoted German
Interior Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble
as saying, “equal treatment happens
among equals.” Uskiil said this implies "
Turks are inferior.

Justice and Development Party -
(AKP) deputy from Istanbul Halide In-
cekara said, “you tried to tear down "
the Berlin Wall with sledgehammers.
Now you are trying to rebuild it with -
laws. You are trying to create technical ~
1 obstacles to something about feeling.”
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